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Published:  Tuesday, December 3, 1991
In statements published Nov. 24 by daily newspaper El Comercio (Quito), Trade and Industry
Minister Juan Falconi announced that the government has requested consultations with the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) council, a preliminary step toward membership. Prior to a
formal request for admission, GATT experts examine the prospective candidate's economic situation
and trade regulations compatibility. GATT member-members number about 100. All Andean
Pact nations are GATT members, excepting Ecuador. The Pact is comprised of Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela.
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